An essential role in the course of ownership transformations in Polish agriculture was played by the process of debt regulation of the state farms. The most important form in the debt liquidation process was the banking conciliation procedure. The average remission in the conciliation agreements settled reached 59.6% of the debt value. The restructuring of the state farm debts contributed to the improvement of their financial position and certainly accelerated the process of their transformation.
The provinces of the Western and Northern Poland feature the largest surfaces and the highest shares of land of the former state farms disposed of until now. In some of them the share of the state land in the total area of agricultural land decreased by even more than 30%.
The basic methods of disposing of the land transferred in the process of ownership transformations refer to lease and sale, preceded by the legally obligatory tenders. During six years 3,471 thousand hectares of land were leased out and sold. This led to appearance of some 4.7 thousand private farms with average surface area of 500 hectares, and to the increase of acreage of 170 thousand farms by, on the average, 4 hectares. Thus, a concentration of land within the farms exceeding 10 hectares of surface occurred. In the years 1988-1996 the share of the numbers of the farms exceeding 10 hectares of land increased merely from 17.2% to 19.1%, while the share of land within such farms increased from 41.2% to 52.7% of the total land owned by private farms.
In the same period of 1988-1996 the average surface of the private farm increased merely from 7.05 to 7.91 hectare. Yet, in the regions where the interest in the purchase or leasing of land of the former state farms is the highest, that is -in Northern and Western Poland -the increase of the average surface area of private farms has been much more intensive (see Fig. 3 ). In some voivodships the average area of the private farms increased namely by more than 5 hectares (like in Elbl^g, Koszalin or Szczecin voivodships). These are the regions, though, in which the average magnitude of a farm had always been much bigger than the national average in Poland. The smallest acreages of private farms still persist in Southern Poland, where the average area of a farm often does not exceed 4 hectares (like in Bielsko-Biala, Cracow, Krosno or Rzeszów voivodships). The process of transformations in the sector of state agriculture constitutes in the long-term perspective the basis for the reconstruction of the functional and spatial structure of rural areas. It brings about, as well, though, the hazards of socio-economic nature. One of them is constituted by the rising unemployment rates. In the years 1990-1996 employment in the state farms decreased by 75%, and in relation to land area -from 10 down to 2-3 persons per 100 hectares of agricultural land. Some 55 thousand of the former employees of the state farms are currently jobless. The problem of unemployment in the regions of domination of the former state farms is not significant on the national scale, insofar as it accounts for 2.5% of the total unemployment in Poland and for approximately 6% of rural unemployment. The essence of the problem consists in the concentration of the population having lost their jobs due to the liquidation and restructuring of the state farms in the areas featuring otherwise high structural unemployment rates.
The unemployment problem among the persons previously working in the liquidated state farms is insofar significant as it touches young families, usually rearing many children, and usually with low revenues. The per capita incomes in the families of the employees of the state farms were by some 15-20% lower than on the average in the employees' families in total and by 25-30% lower than in the families of private farmers (Dzun, 1993) 3 . Besides this, the employees of the state farms were as a rule specialized in just one type of activity. Not all of them were capable of facing the various duties which are linked with the management of a private farm. Only few of them decided to purchase or lease the land of the liquidated state farms, while most of them counted on getting employed by the new owners (Szot, 1996) . An essential barrier in purchasing the land was also constituted by the lack of adequate financial means.
Numerous undertakings took place aiming at securing the jobs for the employees of the liquidated state farms. These undertakings include:
-the special forms of lease contracts, involving obligation of employing for a definite time a definite number of persons, -support for these initiatives which make it possible to maintain the adequate level of employment in the farms established, such as, for instance: reductions in the payment of instalments in case of estate sale, whenever the purchaser creates new jobs, and the reductions for the tenants, even in the form of freeing them from rent payments for five years, if new jobs are created, -directing the unemployed to the public intervention works or reschooling for the new professions, -formation of new jobs in the framework of the Jobless Activation Fund, established due to PHARE aid means within the voivodships of Northern and Western Poland, i.e. in the areas of high structural unemployment.
The liquidation of the state farms affected also local communities of many regions. These farms functioned, namely, within the rural areas featuring low level of development of the social and technical infrastructure. That is why the state farms were charged with such duties as establishment of the education, culture and health care outlets, and securing of access to them for the employees of the state farms. These centers were also frequented by the rural population of the given area. Along with liquidation of the state farms numerous centers of the social infrastructure ceased to exist as well. Local authorities were not capable of directing adequate financial means for their upkeep.
The transformations taking place in the recent years in Polish agriculture caused that an increasing importance is attached to the abandonment of the sectoral farming policy to the advantage of the comprehensive rural policy (Wilkin, 1996) . This tendency is expressed, in particular, in the popularization of the idea of the multifunctional development of the rural areas, increased accessibility of credits for the development of rural infrastructure, as well as broadening of the scope of the farming consultancy services so as to encompass the issues exceeding agricultural production (e.g. the support for agrotourism).
